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The First Patriarch
His Grace Bishop Ermia
The General Bishop
Head of the Coptic Orthodox Cultural Center

On 30th of Baramoda, corresponding to May 8th, the Copts of Egypt celebrate the martyrdom
of Saint Mark the Apostle, the Egyptian lands’ evangelist and its first Patnarch. He raised the
flame of the Chnstian faith throughout the land, establishing one of the four Apostolic Sees
in the city of Alexandria, alongside the Sees of Jerusalem, Antioch, and Rome.

At that time, Alexandna was a vital commercial hub, a cultural beacon, and a center for the
world's great scholars and philosophers. It hosted a vansty of religions, including Ancient
Egyptian, Greek, Homan, and Jewish faiths, the latter having spread dunng the Ptolemaic
ara, with a small number of Jews having heard of Christianity.

Saint Mark was born in Cyrene within the Pentapolis, which was under Egyptian rule dunng
the Greek and Roman eras, to a Jewish family of the tribe of Levi. His pnmary name was
John; the Bible mentions that the Apostles used to pray at the house of "Mary, the mother
of John, sumamed Mark.” His mother was keen on his education; he spoke Greek, Latin,
and Hebrew and studied the books of the Law and the Prophets. When his family returmed
to Judea in Palestine, they resided in the city of Cana of
Galiles.

The return of Saint Mark’s family coincided with the beginning
of Jesus Christ's ministry. He lived during Christ’s time, heard
His teachings, and witnessed His miracles, becoming one of
the Seventy Apostles chosen by Him—a fact attested to by
many histonans, including Al-Magrizi. Saint Mark’s home is
the most famous in the world, as it hosted the Last Supper. It
is the house referred to by Christ when He said: "Go into the
city to a certain man, and say to him, "The Teacher says: My

time is at hand; | will keep the Passover at your house with




My disciples.™ Thus, his home is considered the first church in the world.

Saint Mark began his ministry alongside the Apostles: first with Saint Peter in Jerusalem and
Judea, then with Saints Paul and Bamabas dunng their first missionary journey. He later
returned to Jerusalem before accompanying Bamabas to Antioch and Cyprus. However,
Mark’s primary mission was in Africa: the Pentapolis, Alexandna, and the Egyptian provinces,
where he founded the See of Alexandna, which eventually extended after his martyrdom to
Mubia, Sudan, and Ethiopia.

When Saint Mark reached Alexandna, likely around 60/61 AD, he began his preaching by
miraculously healing the finger of Anianus the cobbler. He then spoke to Anianus and his
family about Jesus Christ, and they converted to Christianity. Mark traveled throughout
Egypt, and the faith spread rapidly among the Egyptians. He moved between various lands
and stayed in Home until the martyrdom of Peter and Paul, after which he returmed to
Alexandria to find a flourishing faith and a growing congregation that had built a church in
the Baucalis district (now the site of Saint Mark’s Coptic Orthodox Cathedral).

As Christianity spread, the pagans’ resentment grew, as they viewed him as a grave threat
to their religions. In 68 AD, during the celebration of the Feast of the Hesurrection, which
coincided with the pagan festival of the god Serapis, they attacked the church and seized
Saint Mark. They bound him with ropes and dragged him through the city streets and alleys
until his flesh was torm and his blood stained the ground of Egypt. He was then cast into
prison. The following morming, they dragged him again as he prayed for them, sesking their
forgiveness, until he attained martyrdom. The pagans attempted to burn his body, but divine
providence intervened; a great storm of wind and rain extinguished the fire. The Christians
then came and carried the body of their father, Saint Mark, to be buried in the church that
bears his name.

Saint Mark was dedicated to countering pagan ideologies, so he founded the Theological
School of Alexandna, entrusting it to the scholar Justus, who later became the sixth Pope of
Alexandria. The school taught religious sciences, philosophy, logic, medicine, enginesring,
and music. Its reputation grew such that scholars and philosophers from across the globe
attended, and it produced numerous fathers who became Patnarchs and famous bishops.
Thus, Egypt received special blessings through the presence of Saint Mark, whom the world
honors for his role, service, and labor across many lands, serving as the "Evangslist of

Egypt” and the author of the Gospel that bears his name.
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